COLUMBIANA COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH AND RECOVERY SERVICES BOARD
BOARD HISTORY
1968
Ohio House Bill 648 established local "Community Mental Health and Mental Retardation 
Boards" which became known as "648 Boards.

The Columbiana County Mental Health Clinic Director developed the local Columbiana County 
648 Board.  After a year of preparation, the new Columbiana County Mental Health and 
Mental Retardation Board (648) became a reality.  Board offices were co-located with the 
Columbiana County Mental Health Clinic at 336 East Lincoln Way in Lisbon.  
1969
Dr. John Hayes was elected Chairman at the Board's first organizational meeting in May 1969.


The Board had no director, staff, offices, or funds.  The Mental Health Clinic Director 
suggested "loaning" select Clinic staff as well as their salaries to the Board, which could then 
be used to attract state dollars.  


Thus began the concept of the "dual role" of the Director and "shared staff:" The Counseling 
Center in many respects became the "birthplace" of the Mental Health and Recovery Services 
Board's "dual role" status.  Early Board staff included Donald Roberts, Executive Director; 
Rosemary King, Secretary; and Delores Bailey.

The shared staff concept benefited the Board by saving administrative costs and allowing 
them to increase needed mental health services that otherwise would not have been available.
1970
Having previously passed a 1/10 mill levy and a 2/10 mill levy (prior to the formation of the 
Board), voters passed the combined levies to cover a five-year span.
1974
Voters passed a 3/10 mill renewal levy for 10 years, assuring funding until 1985.

1976
A new 9/10 mill, five-year levy failed in June 1976 by a margin of 50.9% to 49.1%, with 55% 
needed for passage in a special election.


In November 1976, a new 9/10 mill, five-year levy was again rejected by the voters by a 
margin of 47% to 53%.


Patricia Baumgarner joined the Board staff as a Program Planner, Evaluator, and Grant Writer.

1977
In November 1977, a new 1 mill, five-year levy failed at the polls by a margin of 48% to 52%.

1980
Board and Clinic staff moved into new quarters with the opening of the Columbiana County 
Mental Health Center at 40722 State Route 154 in Lisbon, built with Ohio Department of 
Mental Health capital dollars and a federal public works grant.


Amended Substitute Senate Bill 160 is adopted by the Ohio Senate on August 1, 1980.  The 
name of the Board officially changes from Columbiana County Mental Health and Mental 
Retardation Board to Columbiana County Mental Health Board.

1984
The renewal 3/10 mill, ten-year levy passed (54% to 46%).  Up to this time, the Mental Health 
Clinic Board of Trustees handled levy authorization.  Beginning this year, the Columbiana 
County Mental Health Board (648) assumed the task of placing future levies on the ballot.

1985
In November 1985, a new 1.3 mill, five-year levy was approved (51.4% to 48.6%).  This levy 
was passed due to the collaborative efforts of many:  recovering people, family members, 
providers, board, and concerned citizens.  The levy was intended to create housing and other 
support services for adults with serious mental illness and to expand services for children with 
serious emotional disturbances and their families.
1988
The Mental Health Act of 1988 gave Boards more responsibility for serving people with Severe 
Mental Disabilities and Severe Emotional Disabilities in local communities.  The Act moved 
funds from state hospitals if communities could provide services locally to keep local residents 
out of psychiatric hospitals.  


Ohio ranked seventh among state systems for persons with mental illness by the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).

1989
The adoption of Amended Substitute House Bill 317 provided that local Mental Health Boards 
in all but the largest counties would be expanded into a single MH/ADAS Board.  House Bill 
317 also created the Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services.  The local 
Board was renamed the Columbiana County Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and Mental Health 
Services Board.

Voters approved the renewal 1.3 mill levy for a 10-year period.


Jean McQuilkin hired September 1989 as Administrative Specialist for the Board.

1990
Ohio ranked fourth among state systems for persons with mental illness by the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).
1992
Family and children first Council, a local and statewide collaboration responsible for services 
to children and families was created.  The MHRS Board was named the Administrative Agent 
of this group.
1995
In November 1995, the renewal 3/10 mill, 10-year levy passed (57% to 43%), set to expire in 
2005.


March 1995:  Board name formally changed to:  Columbiana County Mental Health and 
Recovery Services Board


May 1995:  Board approves participation of the MHRS Board in the Heartland Behavioral 
Health Network Council of Governments


December 1995 - Pat Ross hired as full time Board Secretary

1996
Woodside Receiving Hospital closed.  State Operated Services (SOS) began.   SOS staff 
members provided community support to severely mentally ill persons so that they could 
maintain community living.

1997
The MHRS Board contracted with Technical Assistance Collaborative's Pamela Hyde, former 
Director of the Ohio Department of Mental Health, to develop a Transition Plan for the 
separation of the Board from one of its primary service providers, the Counseling Center of 
Columbiana County (formerly the Mental Health Clinic).


The need to separate the Board and the Counseling Center was emphasized by both ODMH 
and ODADAS.  Separation was seen as necessary to come into statutory compliance as well 
as being healthy for the system.  

1998
At its June 16, 1998 Board meeting, the Columbiana County Mental Health and Recovery 
Services Board formally resolved to separate the administration of the Board and the 
Counseling Center of Columbiana County.


At its November 10, 1998, meeting, the Board formally appointed Patricia Baumgarner as the 
Executive Director of the MHRS Board.


December 1998:  Board accepts the Administrative Services Agreement for shared 
implementation and operation of the MACSIS project.
1999
MACSIS, the Multi-Agency Community Service Information System was jointly implemented 
by ODMH, ODADAS, and county Boards.


March 1999:  Board becomes involved in the Massillon Psychiatric Center Collaborative.


December 1, 1999:  Board receives one of only five grants issued in the state of Ohio to 
implement Recovery Initiative.

2000
In November 2000, a 1.3 mill replacement levy was passed (53% to 47%), set to expire in 
2010.

Columbiana County's PATH Outreach Program was chosen as one of seven 1999 State PATH 
Contacts' Outstanding Programs.

2001
Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities (OACBHA) was formed to represent 
all boards statewide.

In February 2001, the first Annual "Leading the Way to Recovery" Conference was held and 
attended by more than 100 consumers, families, and community members.  Dr. Michael 
Hogan, Director of the Ohio Department of Mental Health was a keynote speaker.
2002
The MHRS Board hired a full-time Recovery Assistant to promote mental health recovery and 
coordinate the Recovery Initiative.

Through a Suicide Prevention Grant from ODMH, the Columbiana County Suicide Prevention 
Coalition was formed.


A Board Appreciation Dinner was held on October 16, 2002, to recognize the contributions of 
Mental Health and Recovery Board members, consumers, staff, and Board members of 
service providers.


Produced the video, "Change Your Mind About Mental Illness" featuring area consumers as 
part of an ongoing community education effort to inform the public that mental illness is 
common and treatable.  


Family Recovery Center opened the Fleming House for homeless women recovering from 
addiction.  

2003
Board receives the "Starfish Award" from Help Hotline Crisis Center in recognition of its efforts 
in the area of homeland security and suicide prevention.


Consumers and staff attended the "Rally for Recovery and Advocacy Day" in Columbus.

2004
Board unveiled a Network of Care website for individuals, families, and agencies concerned 
with mental and emotional wellness.

Columbiana County's Project for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness Program 
(PATH) received a national award and a $2,500 grant from Eli Lilly and Company.  
2005
MHRS Board moved from the Counseling Center premises to new offices at 27 Vista Drive.

In November 2005, a replacement 3/10 mill levy was defeated 51% to 49%.


The MHRS Board received a three-year State Incentive Grant from ODADAS.  Columbiana 
County was selected as one of only 20 State Incentive Grant demonstration sites.  The "All-
Stars" program was selected with the goal of increasing school success and decreasing 
substance abuse.


Apple Grove Homes, a project spearheaded by the Counseling Center added 10 additional 
units.  The one-bedroom apartments serve people with serious mental illnesses, providing 
them with a quality housing option.  


Counseling Center Director, Donald G. Roberts, retired after 40 years of service and Roger 
Sikorszky was hired as the new Executive Director of the Counseling Center.

2006
The Board and the District XI Area Agency on Aging co-sponsor a symposium for more than 
100 physicians, nurses, counselors, and social workers.  Featured presenter of "Identifying 
and Responding to Behavioral Health Problems in Older Persons:  A Focus on Long Term and 
Community Care," was Dr. Jules Rosen of the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center.

Co-sponsored a two-day training session for Columbiana and Mahoning County personnel on 
"Responding to Behavioral Health Needs Following Disasters and Terrorist Events."

Shining Reflections, an organization serving persons recovering with mental illnesses and 
other disabilities and a service provider of the MHRS Board, celebrated 20 years of service to 
the community

In May 2006, a replacement ten-year 3/10 mill levy passed 54% to 46%.

The MHRS Board presented the first annual Bill Cramer Award during the Consumer 
Appreciation Lunch to an individual involved as a volunteer and chair of the Community 
Involvement Workgroup.

2007
Board received a three-year Culture of Quality Certification for having demonstrated evidence 
of substantial conformance with the Culture of Quality Standards and a serious commitment to 
meeting the goals of the Culture of Quality Program.

Sponsored Crisis Intervention Training sessions for area law enforcement officials in February 
and April.

Board received the "Hope Has a Home" Award from the Neil Kennedy  Recovery Clinic in 
September for demonstrated commitment to treatment and recovery.

Family Recovery Center received a $40,000 STAR-SI (Strengthening Access and Retention - 
State Initiative) to decrease waiting time for counseling and treatment of chemical 
dependency, reducing no-shows, and increasing the number of clients who continue 
treatment.

Sponsored a workshop for 50 clinical staff on Suicide Risk Factors, Risk Assessment, and 
Risk Management.

Participated in a countywide workshop for teachers and staff hosted by the  Columbiana 
County Educational Service Center.  Topics included "Suicide Prevention and Intervention for 
Youth," "Change Your Mind About Mental Illness," and "Today's Threats:  Cyberbullying, 
Youth Violence, and Substance Abuse."

Received a $10,000 grant from the Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities 
to develop a web-based training for primary care physicians about behavioral health conditions 
in older adults.

Received a $42,791 planning grant from the Corporation for National and Community Service.  
"Project Care" was collaboratively developed between the MHRS Board the Columbiana 
County Educational Service Center.

2008
Launched  the Columbiana County Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Coalition.  

As part of her visit to agencies around the state, Ohio's First Lady Frances Strickland met with 
Columbiana County's Family and Children First Council to discuss issues, challenges, and 
opportunities.

Board Executive Director and Family and Children First Council Coordinator attend a two-day 
Ohio Summit on Children in Columbus.


Board from around the state meet in Columbus to dialogue with ODMH and ODADAS 
regarding system reform.


Along with Executive Directors from other Boards, Executive Director attended a Reception 
with Governor Strickland to discuss Boards' concerns with system reform.
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